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INTRODUCTION

As one enters the chapel 
at Shalom, the windows 
attract one's attention. 
A German artist named 
Richard Mueller did 
them at the turn of the 
20th century in Munich,  
Germany. Experts in 
stained glass windows 
praise the depth of ex-
pression and the great 
detail he was able to 
achieve – like an "oil 
painting". For example, 
in the window of Sts. 
Peter and Paul at Shalom 
Retreat Center Chapel, 
one can see the furrows 
in their brows. 

In the archives at Mount St. Francis was found 
an item marked "stained glass windows, 1911, 
$2,400." In 1998 these windows were said to be 
worth around a quarter of a million dollars.

According to history the present chapel was  
expanded in 1911 and the two windows in the 
sanctuary area, St. Clara and St. Veronitea Julianai, 
were moved from an earlier chapel. They are of an 
older style of stained glass, and it is obvious that 
they are by a different artist. The round windows 
above the figures show the symbols of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Similar windows are found in the doors of the  
corridor leading to the stairways at Shalom.

It is presumed that the windows on the south side 
of the present chapel were also moved from the 
earlier chapel. The glass is like that found in the 
windows and door of the corridor mentioned 
above.

In 1994 a severe hail storm did much damage to 
these Shalom windows. Repair was done by  
Reinarts Stained Glass Studios, Inc., of Winona, 
Minnesota. The window of the two archangels was 
most severely damaged, having some thirty-seven 

broken pieces. The face of St. Michael, the left of 
the two archangels, was destroyed, and was sent 
to England to be redone. The depth of expression 
does not match that of St. Raphael on the right.
The storm windows on these stained glass master-
pieces at the time of the hail storm was made of 
1/8 inch beveled "Florentine Glass." Many places 
were broken by the hail, and when workers went 
to repair them, they found the wood was rotting 
under the aluminum wrap put on in the 1960's. 
Therefore, new storm windows with a modem  
aluminum frame were purchased. These are 
installed "brick to brick". The weight of the storm 
windows does not rest on the stained glass  
windows.
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Example of stained 
glass windows on 
the south side of 
chapel.

Shalom’s chapel is the most beautiful and cherished space in Shalom’s 
facility. Above photograph shows several stained glass windows on 
west side of the Shalom chapel.



Window # I--Northwest Corner

ST. CLARA (St. Clare of Assisi)
Clare was born into a prominent and noble family 
of Assisi in 1194. She grew up possessing a charm-
ing personality and rare qualities of mind. As she 
attained young womanhood, several suitors sought 
her in marriage. Clare, however, was interested 
in the poor and loved to spend time in prayer be-
fore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. When she was  
eighteen she heard St. Francis preach in the Cathe-
dral of Assisi and wanted to lead a life similar to his.

Realizing that her family would oppose her 
vocation in every way, she stole away at night to the 
Portiuncula, the little chapel of St. Mary of the Angels 
on Palm Sunday, March 18,1212. Before the altar, St. 
Francis cut off her beautiful hair in exchange for a 
nun's veil. She gave up her rich gown for a common 
dress and a cord.

Clare successfully overcame the great opposition of 
her family and soon her sister Agnes, and eventually 
her mother, joined her. St. Francis arranged a little 
convent for them near the church of San Damiano 
and the number of consecrated virgins increased. 
They lived according to a rule which St. Francis gave 
them as his Second Order. It was thus that the "Poor 
Clare" movement came into existence. Their way of 
life continues to be gift to the Church and to God's 
people down to this day.

In 1240 when an army of Saracens rushed upon the 
little convent of San Damiano, Clare, holding aloft 
the Blessed Sacrament, had herself carried from her 
sick bed to a convent window where she prayed for 
safety. A mysterious voice coming from the Host said, 
"I shall always watch over you." The besiegers were 
seized with panic and fled, saving both the convent 
and the town of Assisi.

Clare died on August 11, 1253. Two years later Pope 
Alexander IV canonized her. She was chosen as the 
universal patroness of television in 1958. Her feast 
day is observed on August 11.

In this window the monstrance in Clare's hand 
symbolizes her devotion to Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. It also is a sign of Clare's having used 
the Blessed Sacrament to miraculously save her 
convent and village from assault and pillage. It 
rests on books symbolizing the Rule given by St. 
Francis to the Second Order.

The upper part 
of the window 
shows the Im-
maculate Heart 
of Mary. (It is a 
complement of 
that to the win-
dow opposite 
it showing the 
Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.) Lil-
ies are coming 
from the Heart. 
They are a sym-
bol of Mary's 
purity and in-
nocence. They 
may be used to 
symbolize the 
joyful Mysteries 
of the Rosary. A 
sword pierces 
Mary's heart in 
fulfillment of 
the prophecy 
made by Sim-
eon at the pre-
sentation in the 
Temple foretell-
ing the sorrows 
she would suf-
fer. One could 
think of it as 
s y m b o l i z i n g 
the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the 
Rosary.

Roses are seen crossing the heart. A crown of roses 
is often placed on pictures of Mary as she entered 
the glory of heaven as 
"Queen of Martyrs." 
Early Christians often 
placed roses on the 
tombs of martyrs as a 
symbol of the Resur-
rection when the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass 
was offered there. 
Roses also symbolize 
the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.
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St. Clara (Clare of Assisi)



Window #2

STS. MICHAEL AND RAPHAEL

Sts. Michael and Raphael 
are two of three (Gabriel 
is the third) Archangels 
liturgically venerated by 
the Church.

Holy Scripture describes 
Michael in the Old  
Testament as "one of the 
chief princes" (Dan. 10: 
13) and as helper of the 
chosen people (Dan. 
12:1). In the New Testa-
ment we are told how  
Michael disputes with the 
devil over Moses' body in 
Jude v.9; and in the Apoc-
alypse 12:7-9 he and his 
angels fight the dragon 
(Devil or Satan) and hurl 
him and his followers 
from heaven.

In the early Church,  
Michael was regarded as the 
captain of the heavenly host; 
the protector of the Chris-
tians against the devil, espe-
cially at the hour of death 
when the soul is conducted 
to God; and as the helper 
of Christian armies against 
heathen armies. Both the 

Eastern and the Western Churches honor him.

St. Michael is usually represented with a sword – 
fighting with or standing over a conquered dragon. 
The window shows him in the latter stance. He is 
holding a shield with the words "Quis Ut Deus," 
which was the battle cry as the good angels fought 
Lucifer and his followers. The words mean "Who is 
like God."

Raphael is one of the three archangels identified by 
name in the Bible and has been venerated for ages 
in both the Jewish and the Christian traditions. The 
name Raphael means "God heals" in Hebrew. 

Raphael is identified as the angel who "healed" the 
earth when it was defiled by the sins of the fallen 
angels, and who moved the waters of the healing 
sheep pool in John 5: 1-4.

In the book of Tobias we read that St. Raphael was 
sent by God to minister to the elder Tobias, who was 
blind and greatly afflicted; and to Sarah, daughter 
of Raguel, whose seven bridegrooms had each per-
ished on the night of their wedding. When the young 
Tobias was sent to Media to collect money owed to 
his father, it was Raphael who, in the form of a man 
under the name Azarias, accompanied him on the 
journey, helped him in his difficulties, taught him 
how to safely enter into wedlock with Sarah, saved 
him from a fish, and cured his father's blindness. We 
read, "He conducted me and brought me safe again. 
He received the money from Gabalus. He caused me 
to have my wife, and chased from her the evil spirit. 
He gave joy to her parents. Myself he delivered from 
being devoured by the fish; thee also he hath made 
to see the light of Heaven, and we are filled with all 
good things through him." (Tobias 12:3)

The story of the fish referred to above is found in 
Tobias 6 and 10. On his journey to Media, Tobias 
went down to the river to wash his feet. A great fish 
leapt out of the water and all but swallowed his foot. 
The boy shouted and the angel told him to catch the 
fish, take out the gall, the heart, and the liver. He 
was to burnthe heart and the liver and the smoke 
was to be used to cast out a demon from a man or a 
woman. The gall was to be used as an eye ointment 
to cure the white spots which his father had incurred 
in his eyes when the dung of sparrows had fallen 
upon them and blinded the elder Tobias as he lay 
sleeping near a courtyard wall after secretly burying 
a murdered fellow Israelite. Before the young man, 
Azaria, leaves Tobias, he says, "I am Raphael, one of 
the seven angels who stand ever ready to enter the 
presence of the glory of the Lord.” (Tobias 11:15).

This window shows St. Raphael holding a fish in 
his right band, while he carries a traveling stick in 
his left. St. Raphael, because of the above story, 
has been named patron of travelers. The Dubuque 
Franciscans say a prayer for safety when traveling:  
“Along the ways of peace and prosperity may the al-
might and merciful Lord lead us, and may the Angel 
Raphael accompany us on our journey, so that we 
may in peace, health, and joy return unto our own.”
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The letters “IC” appear on the breast of St. Raphael. 
These are the first two letters of the word “ichthus,” 
the Greek word for fish. Christians used the fish as 
a symbol very frequently and very early. It was a 
symbol that would not arouse the suspicion of the 
pagans since they often used the representation of 
the fish in their own rites. Also, the word “ichthus” 
contains the initial letters of the words, “Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, Savior.” Since Jesus Christ secured our 
salvation by His death on the cross, the fish became 
the symbol of the sacrifice of calvary and the Mass.

The feast of the Archangels is celebrated on 
September 29.

In this window above each of the figures is a circle 
with a symbol and history. The one above St. Mi-
chael has the first and the last of the Greek letters, 

the Alpha and the Omega. In the Apocalypse one 
reads: “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” They signi-
fy Christ as the beginning and the end of all things; 
they declare His divinity and eternity.

The circle above St. Raphael shows the hand of 
God. It is the oldest symbol of God the Father –  
representing Him as Creator and Protector.

Both circles were destroyed in the 1994 hail storm. 
When they were restored, the history of the build-

ing was built into them. In a narrow band above 
the symbol on the left is printed: “Motherhouse 

– 1880,”; and below it: “I.C. Academy –  1925.” 
Above the symbol of the hand it reads: “Immacu-
late Conception Convent –  1965; and below it:  
“Shalom Retreat Center  – 1989.”

The upper 
part of the 
window bears 
the symbol of 
the Sacrificial 
Lamb which 
is used to rep-
resent the Ris-
en Savior. This 
Paschal Lamb 
carries a staff 
with a pennant –  white, with a red cross upon it –  
representing the crucified/risen Body of Christ. The 
Lamb stands on a book with seven seals. Only the 
Lamb of God is worthy to open the book. The seven 
seals indicate the seven sacraments of the Church, 
for through the sacraments Christ has opened the 
kingdom of heaven to humankind. Blood is flow-
ing from the wounded lamb into a chalice. This act 
is renewed in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and 
we may truthfully say: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold Him who takes away the sins of the world.” 
The Sacrificial lamb is “always living to make inter-
cession for us.” (Heb. 7:25)
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Window # 3   

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

The depiction in this window is modeled after 
Murillo's painting of The Immaculate Conception 
which was done to honor the Catholic doctrine of 
the Virgin Mary's freedom from the stain of origi-
nal sin. Murillo painted several versions of the 
Immaculate Conception which show the Virgin 
Mary in a flowing robe carried upward by heav-
enly winds. Angels and cherubs have their place 
in a picture of innocence. The feast is observed 
on December 8. The United States is dedicated to 
Mary under this title of lmmaculate Conception.

For many years a similar picture was painted on 
the wall behind the main altar in the sanctuary 
of this chapel. From 1925 to 1965 this building 
was called Immaculate Conception Academy, 
and from 1965 to 1989 was called Immaculate 
Conception Convent.

The lower part of this window shows Jesus crown-
ing Mary as Queen of Heaven and Earth – the last 
of the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.
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Window # 4
STS. PETER & PAUL 

St. Peter was a native of Bethsaida near Lake Tibe-
rias. He was called Simon, and lived and worked 
as a fisherman on Lake Genesareth. His brother 
Andrew introduced him to Jesus who gave him the 
name Cephas, which means Peter, the Rock. Peter 
was present at Christ's first miracle at Cana and at 
his home in Capernaum when Jesus cured Peter's 
mother-in-law. His boat was always available to  
Jesus. He became a "fisher of people."

When Peter acknowledged Jesus as "...the Christ...
the Son of the living God" (Matt. 16:16), the Lord 
replied, "You are Peter and on this rock I will build 
my Church;" and "I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven " (Matt. 16: 18-19) These state-
ments underlie Catholic teaching that Peter was the 
first Pope and the whole concept of "the primacy of 
the papacy."

Peter was present at many of the miracles worked by 
Jesus and at the Last Supper; but denied Christ in the 
courtyard of Pontius Pilate, and was not present at 
the crucifixion. He was repentant and later affirmed 
to Jesus three times that he loved Him. At this Jesus 
told him to "feed my lambs, feed my sheep."

After the Ascension of Jesus, Peter took a leading role 
in the company of the Apostles and was recognized 
as the head of the Christians, converting many with 
his preaching. He worked around Jerusalem, and lat-
er went to Rome where he was Rome's first bishop.

Legend has it that at one time Peter was leaving 
Rome when he met our Lord coming in and asked 
Him, "Domine quo vadis?" (Lord, wither goest 
Thou?) The Lord answered that He was coming to 
be crucified a second time. Peter turned back real-
izing that the crucifixion of which the Savior spoke 
was that destined for himself. Considering himself 
unworthy to be crucified as his Lord, tradition has it 
that Peter was crucified head downwards about 64 
A.D. during the reign of the Emperor Nero.

In Vatican City is St. Peter's Basilica, the larg-
est Christian Church in the world. It stands above 
the tomb which is believed to contain the body 
of St. Peter. The church is built in the shape of 
a cross with a magnificent dome designed by  

Michelangelo. 
In one of the 
chapels is the 
artist's famous 
Pieta. Bernini 
was also an im-
portant archi-
tect in design-
ing the Basilica. 
Only the Pope, 
or a Cardinal 
r ep re sen t ing 
him, is permit-
ted to celebrate 
Mass at the high 
altar which is in 
the center of St.  
Peter's Basilica.

In this win-
dow St. Peter is 
holding a book 
and keys in his 
left hand. These 
s y m b o l i z e 
his being the 
successor of 
Christ, the first 
Pope. His right 
hand is raised 
to give a bless-
ing. A Papal 
Blessing today 
is a special gift. 
Behind him is 
the dome of the 
Basilica of St. 
Peter in 
Rome. Feast 
days ob-
served by the 
Church are: 
Peter's Martyr-
dom, June 29 
(shared with St. 
Paul); the Chair 
of St. Peter,
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STS. PETER & PAUL continued 

February 25; and the Dedication of the Basilica of 
Peter and Paul, November 18.

St. Paul was born, Saul, of Jewish parents in Tarsus, 
which made him a Roman citizen. He was a tent 
maker by trade; became a rigid Pharisee, and a 
violent persecutor of Christians. St. Luke, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, tells us much about St. Paul: 
his miraculous conversion, his apostleship to the 
Gentiles, his travels, the hardships and perse-
cutions he underwent, and his arrival in Rome. 
Though Paul was not one of the original Twelve 
Apostles, he claimed to be an "apostle".

Paul's miraculous conversion on his way to 
Damascus to arrest some Christians had a tremen-
dous impact on early Christianity and helped to 
shape the whole Christian experience. His mission-
ary journeys took him to people who were not Jews 
– the Gentiles. Paul convinced the other apostles 
that Gentile Christians need not be circumcised 
and have Jewish law forced upon them, a decision 
that ensured the universality of Christianity. Paul 
kept contact with the converts by writing them 
letters – the Epistles of St. Paul found in the New 
Testament.

This zealous missionary met with much adversity 
in his travels and preaching. He was often impris-
oned. During his imprisonment in Caesarea, he, 
as a Roman citizen, demanded and was granted 
a trial in Rome. His travels continued. Another 
arrest was made, he was returned to Rome, and 
was executed by beheading. His martyrdom took 
place outside the walls of Rome on the Ostian Way 
because he was a Roman citizen. It may have been 
the same day and the same year as St. Peter. The 
two share a feast day on June 29. St. Paul Outside 
the WaIls is a magnificent Basilica which covers 
the shrine of his tomb.

In this window St. Paul holds a sword, show-
ing the manner of his execution, and a book 
symbolizing the many Epistles he wrote. In the 
background is the Basilica dedicated to him. 

In addition to the June 29 and November 18 feast, the 
Conversion of St. Paul is celebrated on January 25.

The upper part of this window bears the Eye of 
God used as a symbol of the Trinity. It is suggestive 
of the omniscience and omnipresence of God. The 
eye is within an equilateral triangle surrounded by 
parts of three concentric circles, which also repre-
sent the Trinity. The rays of light within the circle 
symbolize the infinite holiness of the Triune God. 
Holy Scripture often speaks of the all-seeing, all-
knowing eye of God.
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Window # 5

THE ANNUNCIATION

This window brings to us the story of the 
Archangel Gabriel being sent to Mary to bring 
the tidings concerning the Incarnation of the Son 
of God. It was the divine purpose to give to the 
world a savior; to the sinner a victim of propitia-
tion; to the righteous a model; to this maid, who 
would remain a virgin, a son; and to the Son of 
God a new nature – a human nature capable of 
suffering, pain and death in order that He might 
atone for sin.

The Holy Spirit is symbolized by the dove. 
Scripture says, "The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you. . . " making Mary's body capable of giving 
life to the God-man, and enriching her soul with 
fullness of grace. Mary, shown in a kneeling 
position with arms crossed, portrays her 
deep-rooted humility. Mary's response to God's 
request is: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be 
it done to me according to your word." With her 
Fiat, the mystery of love and mercy promised to 
humankind thousands of years earlier was 
accomplished upon earth. The lily in the angel's 
hand symbolizes the virginity of Mary.

This feast of the Annunciation is observed on 
March 25.
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Window # 6

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

On December 25, nine months 
after the Feast of the Annun-
ciation, the Church observes 
the Feast of the Birth of Christ, 
Christmas. The story is told in 
the Gospel of Luke, 2: 1-20.

Joseph, being of the House of 
David, and believed by popular 
opinion to be the  
father of Mary's child, took his 
pregnant wife from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem to be registered 
for the census as decreed by 
Caesar Augustus. The public 
inns were filled, so Mary and 
Joseph resorted to a cavern 
in the side of the ridge upon 
which Bethlehem is built. The 
place was used as a stable, and 
it is a common tradition that 
an ox and a donkey were in it 
at the time. It was in this stable 
that the mother, her time being 
come, brought forth her Divine 
Child, "wrapped Him in swad-
dling clothes, and laid Him in 
the manger."

God was pleased that His Son, 
though born in obscurity and 
poverty, should at once receive 
the fruit of human homage and 
devotion. However, it was not 
to the great ones of the world 
that the message was to be 
given, but to humble shepherds 
keeping the watches of the 
night over their flocks. An an-
gel, surrounded by a great light 
appeared and said to them, 
"Fear not! For behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, 
that shall be to all the people. 
For this day is born to you a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you: 
you shall find the Infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and laid in 
a manger." Then a multitude of 
angels appeared praising God 
and saying, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to all 
people of good will!"

The wondering shepherds said 
to one another, "Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and let us see this 
word that is come to pass, which 
the Lord has shown to us." They 
hastened there and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the Infant lying 
in the manger. And seeing, they 
understood the word that had 
been spoken to them concern-
ing this Child. And all that heard 
wondered at those things that 
were told them by the shepherds. 
After they had paid homage to 
the Messiah, they returned to 
their flocks glorifying and praising 
God." A special star appearing in 
the heavens later led the Magi to 
worship the new King.

This window gives us the story of 
the birth of Jesus. The lantern 
reminds us of the traveling of 
Mary and Joseph.

The message given to the shep-
herds is also given to us. We are 
invited to worship our Incarnate 
Savior and to be filled with the 
divine goodness and mercy which 
came with the promised Messiah.

St. Francis of Assisi is credited 
with popularizing the erecting of 
cribs at Christmas time.
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Window # 7

ST. FRANCIS AND BROTHERS
Francis, the son of 
Peter Bernadone, 
a wealthy silk mer-
chant, was born in 
Assisi, Italy in 1181. 
His youth was spent 
in extravagant living 
and pleasure seek-
ing activities. After 
participating in Ital-
ian wars and being 
taken a prisoner, he 
changed his whole 
lifestyle.

Following a pil-
grimage to Rome in 
1206, Francis de-
voted himself to a 
life of poverty and 
care of the sick and 
poor. He was an-
grily denounced 
by his father as a 
madman in one of 
the most dramatic 
scenes in religious 
history. Francis then 
dressed himself in a 
poor garb secured 
by a rope. This led to 
the Franciscan habit 
and cord.

''The little poor man 
of Assisi" retired 
to a small chapel, 
the Portiuncula or 
Mary of the An-

gels, and devoted himself completely to his life's 
work of poverty and preaching. He thus established 
a mendicant Order whose members went about 
among the public – an entirely new way of life for 
monks of that time. Francis wrote a Rule, which 
was revised several times. This Rule is still being  
observed by Franciscans all around the world today.

Since walking with the people was the fundamental 
work of his Order, his Brothers, the "Friars Minor," 
spent their time following his admonition in various 

parts of the world. Francis wanted to preach to the 
Muslimss, but his several attempts to do so ended in 
failure. Because he was dedicated to poverty, he sent 
the Friars out two-by-two as poor men following the 
Gospel admonition of Jesus to His Apostles: "...take 
nothing for your journey, but a staff only -- no wal-
let, no bread, no money in your belt; wear sandals, 
but do not take a spare tunic." (Mark 6:8-9) It is this 
part of the life of St. Francis which is shown in the 
window. He gives the Friars his blessing as he sends 
them out to do God's work observing the Franciscan 
Rule. St. Francis died in 1226 and was canonized by 
Pope Gregory IX in 1228. His feast day is observed 
on October 4.

The upper left part of this window shows St. Cecelia. 
St. Cecelia was born of a patrician family in Rome. 
Much of what is written about her is legend. She is 
said to have married Valerian against her will and 
convinced him to respect her virginity and become a 
Christian. His brother also converted and the two in 
company with a third person were martyred.

She is honored as the patroness of music and musi-
cians. Tradition tells that at her wedding she did not 
hear the nuptial music and sounds of merriment, 
but rather sang to God in her heart. In the later Mid-
dle Ages she was represented as actually playing the 
organ and singing aloud. Her feast day is observed 
on November 22.

In the upper right part of the St. Francis and Broth-
ers window is King David, the second King of Israel, 
successor of Saul. A humble shepherd lad of Beth-
lehem, he became the best loved national figure in 
Israel's political life. He was a great warrior and, as a 
boy, armed only with a slingshot, killed Goliath, the 
giant Philistine warrior. He built an empire for his 
son Solomon, and founded a famous line of kings.

The Bible tells of David's skill as a performer on 
the harp and as a poet. Tradition says he wrote 
many of the Psalms. Sometimes he is called "the 
sweet singer of Israel."

Joseph, foster father of Jesus, was of the House of 
David so he and Mary were required to go to Beth-
lehem, the city of David, to register for the census 
decreed by Caesar Augustus. Thus it was that Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem.

The window shows David as a king, wearing a 
crown, dressed in a regal ermine cape, and playing 
the harp.
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Window # 8

THE PRESENTATION
Mary and Joseph ad-
hered to Jewish laws 
and customs. The law 
given by Moses to the 
Jews ordained that a 
woman after child-
birth should contin-
ue for a certain time 
in a state which the 
law called "unclean". 
During this time she 
was not to appear in 
public or touch any-
thing consecrated to 
God. Forty days after 
the birth of a son, the 
mother, if poor, was 
to bring to the door 
of the temple a pair 
of turtle doves as a sin 
offering. She was then 
cleansed of the legal 
impurity. Another law 
was ordained that the 
first-born son should 
be offered to God and 
then ransomed with 
a sum of money. On 
the fortieth day after 
Jesus was born, Mary 
and Joseph went to 
the temple with their 

doves and five shekels to offer the Child to God.

Another event of the day was the Holy Family meet-
ing Simeon at the temple. The Holy Spirit had let it 
be known to Simeon that he should not die before 
he had seen the Anointed of the Lord. Simeon recog-
nized his fulfillment in the Child in Mary's arms. Tak-
ing Jesus into his arms he praised God in the words 
which have become known as the Nunc Dimittis: 
"Now Lord, You may dismiss Your servant..." (Luke 
2:29-32) sung by the Church in the Divine Office at 
Compline. Simeon prophesied of the Child and His 
mother, "Behold! this Child is set for the fall and for 
the resurrection of many in Israel and for a sign which 
shall be contradicted. And your own soul a sword 
shall pierce, that out of many hearts thoughts may be 

revealed." (Luke 2:33-35.) The words foretold Mary's  
sorrow and announced that salvation through Christ 
awaited those who believed. The prophetess Anna 
was also there that day.

This window shows the Holy Family with their offer-
ings, and Simeon holding the Child. Mary is holding 
a candle reminding us that this Feast of the Presenta-
tion observed on February 2; is often called Candle-
mas Day. It is a day when the Church blesses candles 
for church and home use.

Window # 9

HOLY FAMILY

Little is known of 
the Holy Family 
or the life of Jesus 
in his early years. 
Tradition tells us 
that His fosterfa-
ther, Joseph, was 
a carpenter, and 
His mother did the 
work of the house 
done by traditional 
Jewish women. We 
presume Jesus lived 
like all Jewish chil-
dren playing in the 
carpenter shop and 
at home.

This window shows 
Joseph in his car-
penter shop with a 
mallet in his hand, 
standing by a vise, 
and surrounded by 
carpentry tools such 
as a saw, pinch-
ers, and hatchet. 
Lumber and wood 
shavings are seen. 
Mary is doing some 
needle work. Jesus holds a cross and hammer. He 
looks pensively at the cross. The feast of the Holy 
Family is celebrated by the Church on the Sunday 
between Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, January 1. It is a special feast for 
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the Franciscan Sisters of Dubuque. This congrega-
tion is dedicated to the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph. Their infirmary is named the Holy 
Family Hall. The Solemnity of St. Joseph is ob-
served on March 19 and the feast of St. Joseph the 
Worker on May 1.

Window # 10

ST. ROSE OF LIMA and ST. COLETTE

St. Rose of Lima is the first person born in the 
Western Hemisphere, to be canonized by the 
Church. Isabel de Santa Maria de Flores was born 
August 20, 1586, one of ten children. Her father 
was a Spaniard and her mother was Inca. At Con-
firmation Isabel took the name Rose – the name by 
which she was later to become known.

Noted for her beauty, Rose resisted her parents' 
efforts to have her marry and practiced great aus-
terities. Taking St. Catherine of Siena as her model 
from her childhood days she became a Dominican 
tertiary, and lived as a recluse in a shack in the 
garden near her parents home. Rose experienced 
mystical gifts and visions of such an extraordinary 
nature that a commission of priests and doctors 
was appointed to examine her. They decided they 
were of supernatural origin. Stories of her holiness 
quickly spread, and her garden became the spiri-
tual center of the city. When earthquakes struck 
nearby, her prayers were credited with sparing 
Lima.

When Rose experienced ill health, she accepted 
the offer of a government official, Don Gonzalo 
and his wife, to take care of her. She spent the 
last three years of her life in their home in Lima, 
Peru, and died there on August 24, 1617. She was 
canonized in 1671. Her feast day is observed on 
August 23.

In the window we see her wearing a crown of 
thorns. It is said she often wore on her head a 
circlet of silver studded on the inside with sharp 
points, in memory of Jesus’ crown of thorns. In her 
right hand she holds a crown of roses which is one 
the emblems associated with her.

St. Colette was born 
into a humble fam-
ily in 1381, in the 
little town of Corbie 
in France. Her father 
was a carpenter, and 
her mother, childless 
until then, was very 
advanced in age. 
Her devout parents 
gave her the name of 
Nicolette, in honor 
of St. Nicholas of 
Myra. She was a very 
attractive child, but 
so tiny that her father 
was quite concerned 
about her. She 
prayed to grow taller, 
and her prayers were 
answered. Her beau-
ty attracted so much 
attention that she 
prayed for a change 
in complexion, and 
again her prayers 
were answered.

Upon the death of 
her parents, when 
she was seventeen, 
Colette was left 
under the care of 
the Abbot of Cor-
bie. After a time 
she distributed to 
the poor the small 
inheritance she had, 
and entered the Third 
Order of St. Francis. 
The Abbot gave her 
a small hermitage 
beside the church of Corbie, where she lived such 
an austere life it brought her fame, and for a time 
many sought her prayers and advice. Then visitors 
stopped, and for three years she maintained com-
plete silence and seclusion.

St. Francis appeared to her in a vision and charged 
her to restore the first rule of St. Clare in all its 

St. Rose of Lima (left) 
and St. Colette



original severity. She hesitated, but the signs from 
Heaven pointed the way. The French Pope, Bene-
dict XIII, professed her under the Rule of St. Clare. 
With his authority and blessing,  she went from 
convent to convent through France, Savoy, Flan-
ders, Burgundy, and Spain reforming or founding 
houses of Poor Clares. On a foundation of humil-
ity,  she endeavored to foster in her convents the 
spirit of prayer and simplicity of heart, and placed 
great value on the recitation of the Divine Office 
in choir. Her fame spread far and wide and was 
enhanced by the many miracles she wrought.

St. Colette foretold her own death which came 
in 1447 at her convent in Ghent. (Her body was 
removed from Ghent by the Poor Clares when the 
Emperor Joseph II was suppressing a number of 
religious houses in Flanders, and taken to her con-
vent at Poligny. She was beatified by Pope Urban 
VIII, and in 1807 Pope Pius VII solemnly canon-
ized her.) Her feast day is observed by Franciscans 
on March 6.

This windows show St. Colette with a walking stick 
which reminds us of the traveling she did as she 
reformed or founded houses of Poor Clares.

------------------------------------

The upper part of this window depicts a circle 
with three lilies. One day while speaking to His 
Apostles, Jesus plucked a lily, called their atten-
tion to its wonderful beauty, and declared that "not 
even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed as one 
of these." (Matt.6:29) The lily teaches us to trust in 
God for all our needs. The rare beauty of the lily 
makes it a fit symbol of purity and virginal chastity 
which is appropriate for the saints shown in this 
window.

Window # 11

BLESSED MOTHER, FRANCIS, 
AND DOMINIC

St. Dominic was born around 1170 in Castille, 
Spain. He was educated and ordained a priest. 
When he was thirty-one years old, he became 
acquainted with the heresy of the Albigenses and 
began to preach against it. He was concerned 
about the activities of women in the propagation of 
Albigensianism. Consequently, he founded an in-
stitute for women in Albigensian territory in 1206, 
and assigned several preaching friars to them. This 
arrangement was to provide a supply of trained 
and virtuous preachers. The intention also was to 
establish a school for the education of girls, and a 
permanent house of prayer. It was the first step in 
the definite foundation of his order.

Dominic spent ten years preaching and leading a 
small band of special preachers. It was the prin-
cipal aim of Dominic to multiply in the Church a 
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community of zealous preachers. However, it was 
not easy to get approval for his project. Pope in-
nocent III at last gave a guarded approval by word 
of mouth telling Dominic to select which of the 
already approved rules he and his brethren would 
follow. They chose the Rule of St. Augustine. In 
1216 Dominic went to Rome one more time and 
Honorius III confirmed his Order and Constitutions.

It was on that trip to Rome that Dominic formed 
a friendship with St. Francis of Assisi. The story 
is that Dominic saw in a vision the sinful world 
threatened by the divine anger, but saved by the 
intercession of Mary. She pointed out to her Son 
two figures, in one of whom Dominic recognized 
himself, but the other was a stranger. Next day, 
while at prayer in church, he saw a ragged beg-
gar come in, and recognized him at once as the 
man in his dream. Going up to him, therefore, he 
embraced him and said, "You are my companion 
and must walk with me. For if we hold together no 
earthly power can withstand us." The beggar was 
Francis.

These two men were destined to effect one of the 
greatest reforms in history: a spirit of poverty and 
social justice for the common people; and a spirit 
of learning and humanist understanding which 
would bring an inner, rather than an outward, 
Christian piety. It was a piety that consciously 
took into account the changing values of social 
evolution, Christian scholarship and discovery, 
and Christian art and culture. It is said the two 
men embraced one another and remained lifelong 
friends. We picture to ourselves the outward con-
trast and the inner harmony of these two saints.

The Dominicans became the" Order of Preachers. 
" Dominic is also known for spreading devotion to 
Mary and to the Rosary. He died August 6, 1221, 
and was canonized in 1234. His feast day is  
celebrated on August 8.

The window brings to mind the above story of 
the two contemporaries who were so different, 
but complemented each other in bringing about a 
renewal of fervor among Christians in the Middle 
Ages. The lower part of her chair has interlocking 
letters which spell the word MARY.
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Window # 12

ST. PASCHAL BAYLON

During the sixteenth 
century the Spanish 
Empire in the New 
World was at its height, 
and it was the Golden 
Age of the Church in 
Spain. It was during 
this era that St. Paschal 
Baylon was born in that 
country. It was the feast 
of Pentecost, 1540. The 
term "Pascua" was often 
given to great feasts of 
the year other than Eas-
ter., And so his parents 
named him "Paschal."

Paschal's parents were 
poor but pious. Be-
tween the ages of seven 
and twenty-four, he 
served as a shepherd 
of sheep, first for his 
father, and then for oth-
ers. During those years 
he developed a practice 
of prayer and morti-
fication. The Blessed 
Sacrament, then and 
throughout his life, 
was of great devotion 
to him. He often knelt 
in prayer with his eyes 
fixed on the church 
in the distance. The 
churchbell, which rang 
at the elevation of the 
Mass, drew his special attention. He often saw the 
Blessed Sacrament suspended in the air above the 
chalice.

Around the age of eighteen the young man wanted 
to join the barefooted Friars Minor of St. Peter of 
Alcantra, but was put off. Perhaps it was because 
the Friars, who led a very austere life, doubted 



his fortitude. However, when he was twenty-four, 
he was allowed to join a Franciscan Community 
where he gave himself wholeheartedly to a life of 
penance. He was urged to study for the priesthood, 
but he chose to be a brother. At various times he 
served as porter, cook, gardener, and official beg-
gar.

His devotion to the Blessed Sacrament continued, 
and he was often found praying before the taber-
nacle. One day he devoutly knelt down to adore 
the Blessed Sacrament when the bell announced 
the Consecration. At that moment the Blessed 
Sacrament was presented to him in a monstrance 
supported by angels hovering in the air. This is the 
event pictured in the window.

Paschal died at the age of fifty-two on the feast 
of Pentecost, May 17, 1592, at the moment the 
Sacred Host was elevated in the convent church. 
It was the same feast as the day of his birth. Pope 
Paul V beatified him; and in 1690 Pope Alexander 
VIII canonized him. In 1897 Pope Leo XIII made 
St. Paschal the patron of all Eucharistic societies 
and congresses. His feast day is observed on  
May 7.

----------------------------------------

The round window at the top shows a pelican 
feeding its young. The pelican, as a symbol of 
Christ, appeared during the Middle Ages. The 
pelican pierces its breast in order to feed its young. 
We see in this symbol the Eucharistic Christ who 
gives us His own Body and Blood for our life. It 
is fitting to have this symbol in the same window 
with St. Paschal Baylon.

Window # 13

ST VERONITEA JULIANI 
(St. Veronica Giuliani)

St. Veronica was 
born of devout 
parents at Merca-
tello, Italy in the 
late 1600's. Her 
mother died when 
Veronica was only 
four years old. Ve-
ronica has special 
devotion to Jesus’ 
wounds. 

When Veronica 
came of age, her 
father thought 
she should marry, 
and urged her to 
take part in the 
social activities 
of young people. 
However, she was 
aware of another 
call and pleaded 
earnestly with her 
father, who gave 
in to her. At the 
age of seventeen 
she entered the 
convent of the 
Capuchin Nuns at 
Citta di Castello in 
Umbria. Here the 
primitive rule of 
St. Clare was ob-
served. After years 
of holding various 
offices in her Community, Veronica was entrusted 
with the guidance of novices; and after much suf-
fering, the superiorship of her Community. She 
endeavored to imbue all with the spirit of simplic-
ity and humility. On Good Friday she received 
the Stigmata and later the crown of thorns which 
caused her untold suffering.

Page 16



The window shows her wearing the crown of 
thorns and holding a crucifix in her right hand. 
In her left hand she holds a heart. Two stories are 
told about the heart. One is that when she died the 
symbols of the passion were found there. The other 
is that when she was no longer able to receive 
Jesus by mouth, He came to her in her heart.

Veronica died on July 9, 1727 after spending fifty 
years in the convent. Many miracles were continu-
ally being worked at her tomb, and in 1839 Pope 
Gregory XVI canonized her. The Conventuals and 
Third Order Regular Franciscans observe her feast 
on July 11, while the Capuchins observe it on July 9.

Why did the Dubuque Franciscan Sisters have 
a window in their chapel picturing such an un-
known Saint? Perhaps because one of the Sisters 
who came over from Germany was Sister Veronica 
Juengst. The history of the Congregation,  
THEY HAVE TAKEN ROOT, says that Sister  
Veronica was "one who by her impressive talents 
was for many years a mainstay of the community!"

The upper part of the window has a heart with 
thorns embedded in it. The heart indicates the love 
of the Sacred Heart for all of us. Flames of love 
emanate from the cross, symbol of the supreme act 
of love. The thorns signify the pain and suffering 
Christ bore to expiate our sins. The open wound, 
from which blood drips, is a symbol of the haven 
of rest and safety for the repentant sinner.
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